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On Thursday June 14th Her Majesty the Queen, accompanied by HRH the Duchess 

of Sussex, opened the new Mersey Gateway Bridge from the banks of the Sankey. 

The bridge has been open to traffic for eight months—so an event at the bridge  

itself might have been awkward to organise—so the ceremony was performed from 

a stage looking across Spike Island towards the bridge. Our picture is of local 

youngsters who performed ‘Bringing Communities Together: Bridges of  

Halton’, directed by the Andrew Curphey Theatre Company. Woodend Lock is 

behind them. Picture from the Halton Borough website 
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The Chairman’s Report—from Colin Greenall 
 I write this, my first report as chairman of the Sankey Canal Restoration Society , with a 

heavy heart because the loss of our past chairman Dave Smallshaw leaves a big void in the 

Society’s leadership team. However, I know that Dave would want us to carry on with plans 

that were made prior to his demise - therefore it is with great pride that I take on the role as 

your chairman and continue with our quest to restore the Sankey Canal. 

Let me now introduce myself for those of you who do not know me. I am a local business-

man, running a family business for many years in St Helens. I have been a member of the 

Society since 1985 and a committee member since 1986. In that time I have been in charge of 

the Work Party and Events team. In recent years I have worked alongside Dave Smallshaw 

attending the Sankey Canal Interlocks & Coastal Community meetings, culminating in the 

formation of the Sankey Canal Partnership in September 2017. This partnership brings  

together the three local authorities, Halton, Warrington, St Helens, the Canal & River Trust 

(CRT), and SCARS. I will continue to work with the Sankey Canal Steering Group who are 

at present working up a Heritage Lottery bid for the whole of Sankey Canal Corridor.    

Let me now welcome the new members to the committee: first we have Richard Corner, who 

will be working as our website and Facebook manager,  then we have Ian Hornby ,who will 

be helping John Hughes to organise our Work Parties, as well as being a valuable member of 

our events team. 
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By now you will all have received your complimentary copy of the “Sankey Canal Story”, 

which I hope you all enjoy. More publications are in the pipeline for later in the year: a new 

Towpath Guide - and something special later on. Also, we are hoping that we will soon have 

a DVD of the canal out showing the waterway from above, taken from a drone, courtesy of 

AirCam Services. 

By the time you read these notes we will have had our Sankey Canal Heritage Weekend at 

the Sankey Valley Heritage Visitor Centre. This will run in conjunction with a fresh  

archaeological dig at the site of Stanley Bank Copper Works. There will be a full report of 

this in the next issue of “Canal Cuttings”. 

Some good news from St Helens Council is that the Ranger Service now appears to be safe 

at least until 2020. Given that they make such a difference to a visit to any of the Borough’s 

parks, and the range of events that they organise, it is very sad that the Council had to even  

think about doing away with such a valuable organisation.  

Also planned for later in the year is the reintroduction of members meetings and guided 

walks etc. More details on this in the next issue of Cuttings. 

You can read an account later of the new milestone on the Sankey, but I want to take this 

opportunity to thank Dr. Barrie Pennington for his generous donation of the replica mile-

stone which now stands adjacent to Bradley Lock. 

Writing these notes whilst on holiday on the Staffordshire and Worcestershire Canal, I can 

fully appreciate what a fully restored Sankey Canal would mean to us all. Although we have 

to be realistic in these times of financial restraint and local authority budget cutbacks, we 

will fight on with our attempts to bring back life to the Sankey and its environs.  

My message to you all is to get out there and enjoy a walk along the towpath of the Sankey 

Canal—or any other canal for that matter. 
 

Best Wishes, 

Colin Greenall 

Award for our past Chairman,  

Dave Smallshaw: 

The Kenwin Trophy 
 

At the IWA North West Region Social at the Fidlers 

Ferry Sailing Club on April the 7th, our former chair-

man, Dave Smallshaw, was posthumously awarded 

the Kenwin Trophy for his outstanding contribution 

to the IWA over the last two years.  

Dave has been a long-time member of IWA, and was  

on the committee of the Chester & Merseyside 

Branch. He worked tirelessly during the build-up to 

2017 Eldonian Village Waterway Festival. At the 

event he led various walks along the canal into  

Liverpool city centre and also did a presentation 

about the history of the Leeds & Liverpool Canal 

during one of the evening sessions.  

An honour well deserved. 

Colin Greenall 
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Replica milestone represents new phase  

in canal restoration 
By Colin Greenall 

 

As part of the borough's 150th anniversary celebrations, Dr. Barrie  

Pennington of the Milestone Society has donated a replica canal milestone to 

St Helens Council.  
Measuring 80 centimetres high, 45 centimetres across and 15 

centimetres deep, the replica is made from Fletcher Bank 

stone sourced from Ramsbottom and now stands proudly 

near Bradley Lock in Newton-le-Willows. 

Barrie, from Crank, had read of the poor condition of the 

canal’s only remaining milestone in  ‘Canal Cuttings’. The 

author of the article he read expressed the hope that, one day, 

replicas could be put in place along the waterway as part of 

the Society’s continuing work to renovate the country’s first 

canal of the industrial era. 

Taking up the challenge, Barrie offered to donate such a  

Replica, and worked with SCARS to agree on dimensions 

and design. 

Identifying the exact location of the original milestone at Bradley Lock was made easy 

by the existence of photographs from 1963 and it can also be seen in the drama ‘Faith 

and Henry’ which can be downloaded from the British Film Institute website. (https://

player.bfi.org.uk/free/film/watch-faith-and-henry-1969-online) 
 

Barrie arranged for a local stonemason to cut and carve the stone and co-ordinated with 

St Helens Council’s Service Manager, Dave Bloor, to install it. 

Dave, who has worked with Barrie before on the successful move of two milestones 

from Balker Drive to Victoria and Taylor Parks, said: “It is pleasing to work with I 

nterested parties and societies to maintain our proud industrial heritage. 

“St Helens contributed significantly to the Industrial Revolution and helping to keep that 

history alive is very rewarding.” 

Barrie added: “Once again, I would like to thank Dave Bloor, Greenspace Inspector Pete 

Morris and the installation team for their expertise in this heritage project. Without the 

council’s kind assistance and invaluable support such schemes would prove nearly  

impossible.” 

Colin Greenall, Chairman of the Sankey Canal Restoration Society said: “We are  

delighted that our work is reaching so many people and inspiring contributions to the 

ongoing renovation of the canal.” 
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Although grammatically  

incorrect in that an ‘s’ has been 

missed off ‘mile’, it is likely that the 

stonemason who worked on the 

original milestone in the eighteenth 

century was simply following  

common local dialect. Even now, it 

is quite usual to hear a St Helener 

drop the letter ‘s’ when describing 

distances in miles. 

It was decided to copy the original as 

accurately as possible – mistake and 

all.  

SCARS is now working with its partners in the Canal and River Trust, St Helens, Halton 

and Warrington councils on the production of more replicas to be placed wherever  

possible along the canal. If you want to donate one, they cost £350 each…. 
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For further information about “The Milestone Society” check out 

their website on www.MilestoneSociety.co.uk  

Below: Harry Arnold’s 1963 photograph of 

Bradley Lock, with the Sugar Works in the 

background. The arrow points from the 

modern replica to the original milestone. 

Left: Our Chairman with Pete Morris, 

Greenspace Inspector for St Helens 

Council beside the newly-installed  

milestone 



 

  

Reports From Our Work Parties 
By Colin Greenall  

 

 Since the last issue of Canal Cuttings our work party volunteers have been very busy. 

Although few in number, they have carried out a great deal of essential vegetation 

clearance at Bewsey Lock, Sankey Bridges, Blackbrook Old Double Locks, and New 
Double Locks. 
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The monthly Wednesday Group are keeping up 

their efforts to keep Bewsey Lock looking good  

At Sankey 

Bridges the 

off-side of 

the canal 

has  

benefited 

from some 

tree  

clearance 



 

  
 

The  monthly Sunday Group have worked at New Double Locks clearing vegetation from the 

pound above the locks, and at the Old Double Locks (opposite) they put in a lot of hard work 

to stop the flow of water into the void behind the lock wall caused by the high water levels 

earlier in the year. Also a lot of litter was removed from the canal bed and surrounding area.  

 

The canal by the Visitor Centre at Blackbrook was the team’s latest site where they removed 

a large fallen tree which lay across the canal and was holding back a large amount of debris. 
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WANTED 
 

We are always in need of quality goods and 

books which we can sell at the various events we 

visit each year. So please get in touch if you’re 

having a clear-out  
 

Our sales stall is a real help in keeping  our  

restoration projects going. 
 
 

 

Contact Colin Greenall on 01744 731746 (evening) if you can help. 



 

  

WANTED—Volunteers 
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We could always do with more help on our 
work parties. The work you put in depends on 
you and what you feel  capable of.  
If you would like to get a little involved in an 
informal day in the fresh air and do something 
to clear up our local  environment then contact 
me on: 01744 600656  or email me at : 
johnhughes11@virginmedia.com 
 

You can be assured of a warm welcome! 
                                                       John Hughes    



 

 
 

Events—by Colin Greenall 
Our On Spring Bank Holiday Monday 28th May SCARS Sales and Display Stand had a 

very successful day at the Willow Park Rural Craft Display which was organised by the 

St.Helens Ranger Service. This event always brings out the public  and this year with 

lovely sunshine and lots to see was no exception. The attractions included an exciting 

birds of prey display, ferret racing, and craftsman displaying their talents in rope making, 

stonemasonry, basket making and wheelwrighting— just to mention a few, plus all the 

local charity stalls etc.. 

List of Events for the rest of the 2018 season                                                                                                                                 
JUNE  

24th: Lymm Transport Rally 

JULY                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                           
7th & 8th: Scarisbrick Marina Open Day & Boat Rally 

28th & 29th:  Runcorn Hill Summer Fete 

Saturday 4th: Newton Town Show 

AUGUST 

Sunday 19th: Rural Craft Display, Victoria Park, St.Helens 

SEPTEMBER 

29th & 30th: North West Vintage Rally 

OCTOBER 

13th & 14th:  

Waterways Restoration Showcase on the Daniel Adamson in Canning Dock, Liverpool 
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Members will by now have received their complimentary copy of our latest venture 

into the world of publishing. The idea of this booklet came about after Halton Council 

asked  if we could provide an exhibition on the history of the Sankey Canal for display 

at the Catalyst Science Discovery Centre in Widnes. From this came the idea of making 

it into a book. 

Further copies may be purchased, priced £6.00 including post & package, Cheques 

made payable to “The Sankey Canal Restoration Society” should be sent to:  

Mike Harrison, 4 Darvel Avenue, Garswood, Ashton-in-Makerfield WN4 0UA 
 

It is also on sale at Wardleworths (St.Helens), The Curiosity Bookshop (Runcorn), 

World of Glass Museum (St.Helens) and the Catalyst (Widnes)  11 



 

 

Local History Corner: St Anne’s Well    
- by John Hughes 

 

I contributed an article on the various sources of the Sankey Brook to the last  

issue of CUTTINGS. In that I mentioned St Anne’s Well at Rainhill. At the time I had 

only seen it mentioned  in my A – Z Guide, so thought I would do some research into it 

Over time the location of the well had been hidden from sight until Oxford Archaeology 

North, funded by Historic England excavated to reveal the medieval structure in 2016. 

The well is situated in a farmer’s 

field, and, as a result many years 

of agricultural use, not much of it 

was visible. The archaeological 

excavation in 2016 revealed it. Its 

dimensions are five feet nine 

inches (2 metres) square by four 

feet  deep. It was constructed of 

local sandstone blocks. Three steps 

led down to a level floor. As it was  

a water source there would have 

been  some sort of conduit or aque-

duct to lead off the excess water 

but no trace of this remains  

 Historians have dated the well to 

the Medieval period, when many 

water sources were dedicated to St. 

Anne.   
  

The legend has it that the well had healing powers and people would submerge them-

selves in its waters in the belief that it could cure eye and skin afflictions. In those days 

religious faith was most powerful and, with the limited medical knowledge available and 

no money to pay for even this, people had to fall back on such treatment. No  

documentary evidence survives to prove its efficacy or otherwise.  

Monks from Sutton Priory looked after the well, no doubt collecting dues from  visiting 

pilgrims, until Henry VIII’s 

dissolution of the monasteries 

when he seized their lands  

which included the area in 

which the well was located.  

In common with other  

ecclesiastical properties the 

land would be sold off, the 

money going into the Royal 

Coffers, and would be used for 

various purposes, including 

agriculture, as happened in 

this case. 
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Thomas Glover JP (1852-1913)  

MP for St Helens 1906-10: Part 2 
 

In the last issue of Canal Cuttings we learned something of the 

experiences of Mr. Glover during his days in the mining indus-

try. He now continues his narrative as he progresses into 

wider community involvement. 
   

Whilst a Guardian I was member of the Assessment  

Committee for four years at the time when all the assessments 

in St Helens were revised.   

I was an Odd Fellow for over forty years and passed through all 

the chairs, being  a past Grand  Master of the St Helens and 

being  the second  youngest in the kingdom.   

I have also been elected delegate to the International Conference of Miners   and attended 

as delegate the Parish, Brussels and Liege. Also Amsterdam conference- have represented 

the Lancashire and Cheshire’s   Miners’ Federation with a membership of 62,000 and the 

Miners’ Federation of Great Britain with a membership of 600,000.   

In 1905 I was elected candidate for the Parliamentary Borough of St Helens by the whole 

of the trades affiliated  to the St Helens Trade council and opposed by the then sitting 

member, Sir Henry Seaton-Carr.  In the 1906 General Election the result of the poll was 

6058 for myself, and 4647 for Sir Henry Seaton-Carr—a majority of 1411 for me. 

In 1907 I was duly elected to the Honourable and Ancient Order of Freemasons Lodge of 

Loyalty No 86  and in 1909 I was appointed J.P. for the county of Lancaster.  

Whilst a Member of Parliament I sat on grant and private committees and occasionally 

spoke in the House on mining matters and asked several questions.  Also whilst a Member 

of Parliament  the Miners‘ Federation of Great Britain found me a salary of £350 with a 

further sum for a second class travelling contract from St Helens to London.  

In January 1910 I again stood as candidate at the unanimous request of the Trade and  

District Council and was opposed by Rigby Swift. The result of the poll  was that I was  

returned again for St. Helens with a majority of 795. In December 1910 I was again 

adopted candidate by the whole of the Trades Council of St Helens and was again opposed 

by Mr Rigby Swift who this time defeated me by a majority of 264. 

 

My father then took little active part  in politics after that and continued to carry out his 

duties to the Lancashire and Cheshire Miners’ Federation as treasure and miner’s agent for 

St. Helens until his death on January 11th 1913 after a painful illness lasting 9 weeks. I then 

as trustee to my father wound up his estate and handed over the whole of the monies and 

properties belonging to the Lancashire and Cheshire Miners’ Federation to Mr Thomas 

Ashton J.P., and Mr. H.Ruffley, the treasurer appointed in my father’s footsteps and this 

ended the career (if it is possible to say of a self made man) who commenced his work as a 

boy in  the mine at the age of 10 and rose by his own abilities to the honourable position of 

M.P. for his native Borough. 

 

 

Thanks to Dave Callan for supplying this article 
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Members may be familiar with 

this  book, which is a collection 

of reminiscences  provided by 

some 70 St Helenians who  

volunteered to participate.  

Some proof-reading mistakes in 

the photograph captions caused  

some people to lose faith in the 

book,  but the personal accounts 

stand firm in the memories of 

the individuals concerned. 

A number of trades and  

occupations are included, but 

the one of interest to SCARS is 

the canal worker from Thatto 

Heath. After being demobilised 

in 1920 he took a job with the  

maintenance crew of Sankey 

Canal. He describes his work— 

building side walls to the canal, 

and time spent in the workshop 

at ‘Winnock Junction’. He lists 

the workforce on site as : boat 

carpenter , two joiners, one storekeeper, a blacksmith, a sawyer and a foreman.    
The SCARS’ archive contains a 

photograph (right) of the workers 

at Winwick which shows rather 

more than seven cheerful faces. 

It would be interesting to hear 

from anyone who is able to iden-

tify any of those depicted.  
 

The author describes his tasks 

as labouring in the yard,  

piling the banks, packing clay 

between stanks and spreading 

ashes on the towpath. All 

materials had to be carried by 

boat, hauled by the workers 

themselves in teams of four.   

He describes the dredging of 

the canal, talking about ‘two  

dredgers’. Our archive  

enables us to illustrate the 

system (opposite). 

 The only canal traffic remaining at the time took the form of Alkali boats and horse-drawn 

sugar boats, although he mentions twice yearly slate boats sailing from Wales to Warrington, 

though it is unlikely they entered the Sankey.  
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He had an interest in wildlife, mammals and bird life and mentions the cattle grazed on the 

marshes which existed at that time between the canal and the Mersey on the site of Fiddlers 

Ferry Power Station. This marshland he describes as being now the site of a ‘nuclear  

generating station’.  Since these were the days before instant communication via electronics, 

he can be forgiven for getting his facts wrong— the power  station only ever burned coal to 

create its energy. 

The author had to leave the canal work ‘on doctor’s orders’ to take up a job with the railway 

but he had always enjoyed his time on the canal and regretted the change. 

Peter Norton’s 1950s  

photographs of the Sankey 

dredging system: Left:: the self-

propelled steam bucket dredger  

WIDNES awaiting breaking-up 

in Winwick dry dock, She would 

scoop up silt from the canal bed 

and load up dumb barges with 

the spoil. They were then hauled 

to a disposal point where a 

shore-based steam crane would 

off load the spoil into settlement 

lagoons—in the scene below the 

crane, spoil barges, spoil heap 

and lagoon opposite Sankey 

Sugar Works at Earlestown. 

Right: Prof. Theo Barker’s 

1940s photograph of  

wooden maintenance boats 

moored up just below the 

Winwick Maintenance Yard. 

Some weight for four men to 

haul miles along the canal, 

especially when laden with 

spoil or ash for the towpath. 
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Archive Reports 
Judith Hogg, our archive researcher, has provided us with previous items as a result of 

her delving into the newspaper archives, more often than not associated with tragedies in 

some form. Since her sources were press articles and the public of the day seemed to lap 

up such depressing topics, we include something a little different. 
 

Bursting of Sankey Canal : Leeds Mercury, 

Friday 11th February  1881 : Issue 13367 
“The Warrington Guardian states that the floods have caused the bursting of the Sankey 

Canal embankment for several yards, just below the point  where the canal is crossed by 

the Cheshire Lines Railway. The surrounding land and the high road to Warrington have 

been inundated, and traffic on the canal is quite at a standstill, and a large number of men 

are thrown out of employment.” 

The railway referred to was and is carried over the canal on an arched bridge and would 

have been safe from any flood damage.  Higher up the Sankey Valley, immediately  

below Hulme Lock, the Sankey Brook flowed into the canal from the west, and flowed 

immediately out again on the eastern bank to continue its journey southwards to the  

Mersey. There must have been very heavy rain further upstream  if the combined  

channels of the canal and brook were unable to contain the amount of  water involved.  

The flooding did occur in February, one of the wetter months of the year, so the problem 

is understandable.  So also is the unemployment. Canal boat skippers were only paid on 

completion of their voyages. They may well have lost income due to freezing weather 

over the winter months and now found themselves once again unable to earn a living.  
 

The Ship Canal : Manchester Times, March 7th 1885 : Issue 1443 
“On Thursday Lord Redesdale appointed a Select Committee of the House of Lords to 

meet and consider this bill ( the proposed construction of the Manchester Ship Canal).  

The poll upon the Question whether the Runcorn Board of Improvement Commissioners 

should oppose the Manchester Ship Canal bill in Parliament was concluded when the 

votes were counted. The Commissioners were empowered to oppose by 1,415 votes to 

381, but there were 637 blank papers, and a further 600 ratepayers failed to return their 

papers. 

The St Helens Corporation, by 15 votes to 5 decided to oppose the bill, the reason  

assigned for such a course being that the interests of St Helens are identical  with those of 

Widnes in keeping a deep channel to Liverpool and the entrance to the mouths of Widnes 

Docks and Sankey Canal clear.” 

Runcorn and St Helens were just two of the many vested interests who opposed the 

 construction of the Ship Canal, some for good practical reasons, to avoid a marked  

impact upon sections of the community, and others for more selfish reasons, such as the 

maintaining of profits. As we now know these objections were fruitless and the Bill  

became an Act later the same year, the complete canal being opened by Queen Victoria in 

1894. The Ship Canal, safely enclosed in  its retaining walls along the south bank of the 

River Mersey caused no problems to either Widnes Docks or the Sankey Canal but  

terminated the ship building and fishing industries of Runcorn, cutting off the shoreline 

from the open river. Ship Canal tolls would have made their continuing businesses  

impossible. 
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Despite the Commissioners’ over-powering vote of 1,415, the blank voting forms and 

absentees amounted to 1,237, which, when added to those voting in favour, would have 

totalled 1,618, so one can well imagine that there were undercurrents and plottings 

amongst the voting body who, in the end, had their own way. 

The Manchester Ship Canal under construction at Runcorn.  The piles marking the intended 

course of the canal are to the right.  Two lines of these massive baulks of timber were driven into 

the bed of the Mersey and the space between filled with stone and cement, thus cutting off the town 

from the river and leading to the demise of the boat building industry. Given its obvious effect on 

their foreshore, Runcorn officials were right to object to the canal, but despite the evident narrow-

ing of the Mersey’s channel by virtue of the area taken by the canal, St Helens and Widnes, in the 

end, had nothing to worry about since the proposed canal did not interfere in any way with the 

northern bank of the river. 

WANTED—More Volunteers 
Our Work Parties are perhaps our most visible volunteering opportunity—but there are other 

roles we need volunteers for. Maybe you could help out on our exhibition and sales stand 

when we attend events around the area from late Spring to early Autumn; or perhaps you have 

a personal skill, for instance in communications or the media, which you could put to use to 

help promote the Sankey and our Society—even if it’s simply visiting the canal every now and 

again, taking photographs, and putting them up on our social media sites, or carrying out  

research into aspects of the canal’s history, or of its associated communities or industries.   

But don’t let yourself be limited by my imagination…. 

To offer your services, choose a contact from page 2 of this magazine. 17 



 

 

The Grand Crimean Central Railway      
Brian Cooke ; 1990 ; Cavalier House Publishing 

 

A bit-part in history for the St Helens Canal and Railway Company 
 

Those with an interest in railways will have heard of the way in which a navvy ‘army’ 

contributed to the waging of the Crimean War in the 1850s. Whilst many records exist of 

the battles and skirmishes which took place, these tend to be written by military men who 

have their own outlook on events and frequently cannot appreciate civilian ideas or  

suggestions.  

Cooke has attempted to redress the balance by writing an account of the whole episode 

which saw a team of navvies build a railway from Balaklava to Sebastopol to assist in 

ending the stalemate which existed as the allied forces laid siege to the latter city. There 

was huge expenditure of men and materials over a short period of time in creating the 

railway, only for it to disappear when the need for its services no longer existed.  

Communication between the port and Sebastopol were primitive, with unpaved tracks, 

steep gradients and the tendency for the land to transform into deep mud under heavy rain. 

The need for supplies was becoming increasingly  problematic as conflicting demands 

competed for the horses and carts necessary to carry building materials, gunpowder, shell 

and shot up to the besieging army. There is  no mention here of materials for constructing 

accommodation for the soldiers, medical provision, food or adequate clothing—the  

generals preferred the carriage of destructive items and tended to ignore the welfare of 

their soldiers. As winter advanced roads became quagmires and transport ground to a halt. 

No progress was being made with the siege, the death rate among the soldiers from  

disease was considerable and the worsening winter added frost bite and hypothermia to 

the soldiers’ lot. Lord Raglan had expected the expedition against the Russians to be over  

within months but here it was, bogged down and going nowhere. 

Something had to be done but the army had no idea what this should be. The answer lay 

back in England where Samuel Moreton Peto, Edward Ladd Betts and Thomas Brassey 

joined forces to offer to build a railway in Crimea, for cost price. After initial indifference 

the idea was accepted and the team drew up a giant shopping list of requirements covering 

the equipment needed,  the assembly of a workforce, clothing and food, and a fleet of 

ships to transport everything to Balaklava. 

The navvies commenced work doing “more in a day than a regiment of soldiers could do 

in a week” according to a military witness,  achieving 7miles in 7 weeks. The lower  

section of the route was horse drawn, with fixed engines to draw wagons up an inclined 

plane then a further horse drawn section. This was a huge improvement on other transport 

methods available, carrying vast quantities of ammunition northwards to the siege of  

Sebastopol. Return journeys could bring the wounded back to Balaklava with its make-

shift hospital facilities 

The town was subject to a number of bombardments until, in late 1855, it had been  

battered almost beyond recognition. Russian casualties were so high that a floating  bridge 

was constructed across the harbour to the northern section of the town to allow the 

evacuation of some of  the wounded and the retreat of the surviving fighting men.   

The siege was at an end but hostilities continued so more supplies were ordered, amongst 

which were a number of locomotives to increase efficiency of the railway. An order for 

small wheeled locomotives brought underpowered engines of a diminutive size which  
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were unable to cope with the demands made upon them.  Had the order been for small-

wheeled locomotives, perhaps the correct type would have been delivered.  Eventually  4 

or 5 suitable locos of the  2-2-2 wheel arrangement were supplied from England— one 

being purchased from the L.N.W.R and another, the SWAN,  from the St Helens Canal 

and Railway Company. This would have been owned by the company rather than built by 

it. 

By this time Balaklava was well equipped, with a moored maintenance ship capable of 

creating work in brass and iron, with foundries, saw mills, lathes, slotters, screw-cutters 

and blacksmiths’ workshops whilst the railway had assembled adequate stocks of engines, 

rolling stock and other items necessary for running the system.   The railway was at this 

time bringing guns and ammunition back from Sebastopol for use elsewhere in the  

campaign.  All this was unnecessary as the end of the war came on 29th February 1856 

when hostilities ceased. Over  time, the railway was sold, its stock dispersed, and  

eventually the track lifted to be used elsewhere. 

The navvies had performed a great service  for England but their actions demonstrated to 

the military the need for an efficient supply chain to feed men and materials to the front 

lines, a system of  transport and the wherewithal to maintain it, and concern for the  

welfare of the soldiers. These considerations resulted in the creation of the Army Works 

Corps, later the Royal Engineers, and of course the medical advances as demanded by 

Florence Nightingale and her supporters. 

Perhaps the St Helens Canal and Railway Company didn’t help to win the siege of  

Sebastopol, but maybe  it played a small part in creating an efficient, well prepared  fight-

ing force which could have been mobilised if the conflict had continued and possibly have 

contributed to the Russian decision to end hostilities. 

Sankey Canal Restoration Society  

Twitter: Sankey Canal @scars567 

Instagram: Sankey Canal Restoration: sankeycanal1757 

Follow SCARS on any of the social media platforms and keep 
up-to-date on our activities and news. Find us on: 
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Brian Bennett’s Album: Part 15 

The late Brian Bennett was a long-time Member of SCARS Member. He took a series of  

photographs of the Sankey from the mid– to late-1970s. He kindly donated his Album to 

the Society some years ago, and they have often be used by those of our Members who 

give Talks on the canal to other organisations.   

Hulme Lock lower gates, 1975. Above—the keeper’s cottage had yet to fall victim to the vandalism 

which brought on its demolition. To the left of the cottage the now-demolished tower of Winwick 

Hospital is visible. Below—close-up of the paddle gear on the gate. Note that the windlass is perma-

nently attached to the gearing. The absence of most of the gear from the nearest mechanism will 

help the more technically-minded to work out how the succession of gear-wheels caused the paddle 

to be raised. Present-day lock gear has a catch, called a pawl, which engages with the teeth of the 

large gear-wheel to stop the paddle simply dropping back down. It may simply be missing from this 

mechanism—or some other means was used to perform that necessary function. 


