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PRESS ARTICLE April 3rd, 2023
           Canal Restorers Big Public Showcase in Demand 
   Steamship “Danny” On River Weaver free event is close to capacity
The 1903 built steamship “the Danny”, chosen to host the Inland Waterway Association (IWA) restoration showcase in the North West and Wales where all the canal societies currently undertaking waterway restoration projects have been invited to take stands is now close to capacity with 11firm bookings and four more societies waiting to respond.
Suitable close to junction 12 on the M56 motorway, the event will now see stands from as far afield as the Lancaster Canal, Shrewsbury and Newport and Plas Kynaston (Near Llangollen) from Wales and volunteers will be available to answer all the public`s questions. Local canal societies will include the Runcorn Unlock team with exciting plans at the end of the Bridgewater Canal and Sankey Canal Restoration Society.
Timed to coincide with the school holidays, the event will take place on the weekend of 29th and 30th July and the organisers believe it is an ideal event for families to encourage children to understand the unique industrial heritage of the UK. With society`s focus on ecology and well being, the event will show the canals role as well as the importance of canal to the local economic development.
The teams will be showing that the North West is playing its part nationally in an industry that created £2.6 million pounds for the UK economy and generates substantial funds during restoration with orders being placed for materials and plant hire. The event its self being organised on board the “Danny” which was a £5million project supported with £3.8 million from the National heritage Lottery
Jim Forkin, Chairman IWA Chester, and Merseyside said “ We ran the first road show in Liverpool in 2019 and that proved very popular with the public and now with so many schemes developing in the North West we decided to get all the societies together again. The promenade deck of the “Danny” is an ideal exhibition space, and the families can enjoy this national important vessel with its art deco lounges at the same time “
Entrance will be free and free parking is available a short distance away. There will be a small snack bar selling light snacks, tea coffees and alcoholic drinks. The vessel is moored by the side of Sutton Weaver Swing Bridge on the A56 close to Frodsham.
